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Valley remains suggest that these were Ziggurats, as was
argued long ago by Rhys Davids. Hot-air baths are also
mentioned in Buddhist works; and again the Indus Valley
remains tell us of a very highly developed bathing and
drainage system, long before the Buddhist age.
The discovery of these towns means the re-thinking of
much that has been accepted by scholars. Hitherto we
have conceived of the art of writing as brought back at
a later date by Indian scholars from Mesopotamia. But if
the Aryans passing through the Punjab met the earlier
colonists, they would learn this art and many another from
them; and there is no reason to reject the idea that this
early civilization lived on in parts of India after it had been
destroyed elsewhere. It seems to be part of a widespread
chalcolithic culture which extended from the Adriatic to
Japan, but gathered chiefly in the great river valleys; and
India passed through the same phases of culture as her
neighbours. Apart from their seals, not yet deciphered,
we can trace the use of writing among the Indians back
to the seventh century b.c, and we have coins of about the
same time: but these may both be links in a much longer
chain. We can watch the growth of the art of incising
birch-bark and of blacking-in the characters; Buddhist
monks, who still use this method, seem to have invented it.
The coming of Gotama Buddha is an epoch of the
greatest importance to India and to the rest of Asia, and
he should be studied as the climax of one era and the
beginning of another. With him India emerges into
history, and becomes the teacher of the Asiatic nations.
But creative as was the Buddha he could not but build
upon the foundations of the Rishis, and there are Vedic
as well as Upanishadic elements in his system, which was
at once a Way of Mystic Realization for the specialist and
a Way to Heaven for the masses. In blending those Ways
or Paths he achieved a new and far-reaching synthesis.

